FORTY      THOUSAND      AGAINST      THE     ARCTIC

Others followed him, among them women and children.
They were all dressed like the first. Only the women had
bright, silk kerchiefs on their heads.

They made the reindeer lying in the snow get up, sat
in their sledges and with their long staffs beat them on their
horns and thrust at them from behind. The reindeer
dashed off.

YURA ZHILIN.
(Elementary school No. 3.)

ROAD TO  THE  NORTH
(Fragment)

Long before we left, when we had only just heard that
we were going to Igarka, my school comrades took the news
in different ways. Some were jealous, others laughed.

'You've gone out of your mind, Boris, to go to the North.
You'll be ill with scurvy,5 some said.

'It's always night there, never day, your nose will be
frozen off,3 others tried to frighten me.

But I was not afraid, for I knew that it was all untrue.
What I was most interested in about Igarka was that I
should with my own eyes see foreign ships, which corne for
timber, and also see living Fascist officers, who wear epaulettes
and whom I had never seen in all my life.

We travelled by the boat Tan Rudzutak to go some 1500
kilometres somewhere beyond Yeniseisk.

During all our journey the banks of the Yenisei were
overgrown with the dense wall of the taiga. No wonder the
timber factories in Igarka saw up timber to send abroad,
there are lots here. The taiga was wild and dense. One
day, between the villages of Vorogovo and Yartsevo, as our
boat drew near the bank, we saw a great shaggy brown bear
plunge back into the taiga.
We took nine days to travel to Igarka. And the further
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